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And set in majestic
And spiritual dignitie,
Farewell benignitie9
Farewell simplicitie,
Farewell humilitie,
Farewell good charitie.

Why Come Ye Not to Court was the poem which really
got him into trouble with Wolsey, and it is no wonder.
Wolsey had far more good points than Skelton would
admit: but villain or no villaina butcher's son or
prince, he was not likely to stand this kind of thing :

But this mad Amaleck,

Like to a Mamelek*

He regardeth lords

No more than potshords !

He is in such elation

Of his exaltation,

And the supportation

Of our Sovereign Lord,

That, God to record,

He ruleth all at will

Without reason or skill!

Howbeit, the primordial2

Of his wretched original,

And his base progeny.

And his greasy genealogy,

He came of the sang3 royall

That was cast out of a butcher's stall.

1 Mameluke : one of the famous Egyptian warriors. This is not
ut in ust as a good rhyme. It was a topical reference which must
ave p eased Skelton's readers, for just about this time the Mame-
lukes, who had made themselves^Sultans of Egypt, were overthrown.
2 First origin.     * Blood.
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